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International Funding Accelerates the Freeing of the Siikajoki River 
Siikajoki Vapaaksi ry has secured significant international funding from the European Open Rivers 
Programme to support the preparatory phase of restoring the Siikajoki river basin. The funding 
advances a project aimed at removing the Pöyrynkoski dam, restoring free-flowing river dynamics 
and improving habitats for threatened species. 
 
T​​he European Open Rivers Programme is a Dutch grant-giving organisation dedicated to restoring 
rivers. The programme offers grants to support projects that lead to the removal of small dams and 
the restoration of river flow and biodiversity. The programme is funded by Arcadia.  
 
 In this context, the Siikajoki project stands out for its scale and impact: removing the dam would 
reconnect a substantial portion of Finland’s 12th largest river basin. 
 
The goal of the Free Siikajoki project is to improve the ecological status of the Siikajoki and restore 
migratory fish habitats. Restoration measures are expected to significantly benefit several 
threatened and critically endangered species, including salmon, trout, whitefish and lamprey, while 
supporting the broader recovery of the river ecosystem. 
 
Funding from the Open Rivers Programme is allocated to the project’s preparatory phase, including 
technical planning and the studies required for permitting processes. The aim of this phase is to 
ensure that dam removal and river restoration can be carried out in a controlled, sustainable and 
environmentally sound manner. 
 
The Pöyrynkoski dam is one of the most significant migration barriers in the Siikajoki river system. 
Once removed, the dam would immediately open river stretches to migratory fish and create 
conditions for far more extensive ecological recovery upstream. 
 
– The restoration of the Siikajoki is being advanced and funded through a broad network of 
cooperation involving local volunteers, municipalities, government bodies and companies – and 
now we have also received international support. We are in excellent momentum,” says Lauri 
Junttila, Chair of Siikajoki Vapaaksi ry. 
 
 
For more information:​
Lauri Junttila, Chair of Siikajoki Vapaaksi ry 
+358 44 015 0082 
siikajokivapaaksiry@gmail.com 
Project information: www.siikajokivapaaksi.com​
Open Rivers Programme: www.openrivers.eu 
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